PRESIDENT’S REPORT

2007

2007 was a year of continued growth for the BCC. Although our overall numbers were down marginally from our first season, the public profile of the club has continued to grow.

This past year saw our club involved in 2 major events. 

The first was the Ride for the RVH on June 3rd/2007. This was a charity MTB event that raised over $7000 for the RVH Cancer Centre. The event was a resounding success with approximately 120 participants of all ages. Many club members helped to organize the event and volunteered their time. However, I must make mention of the countless hours Don and Laurie Gain put into making it a success and I would like to thank them for their assistance. It was a great family day for all that attended and it is an event that I would like to see repeated in 2008. We have a tentative date booked of Saturday, May 31 /08, which is basically the same time frame as this year.
The second event was the Barrie Cycling Sunnidale Cross Race, held at Sunnidale Park on Nov. 4th. This event as well was a great success, thanks in large part to the many hours put in by the organizing committee members. We had 130 racers attend at this first year event and I believe it was the hit of the Cross season. We have already booked our date for 2008 with the OCA and the race is tentatively booked for Sunday, November 2nd, 2008. Hopefully we will be able to return to Sunnidale Park, however that is still up in the air at this time. We have discussed other alternate sites, however our preference would be to return to Sunnidale as the location and facilities available would be hard to duplicate.

This year, the Club rides continued to be a primary focus of our club and the main activity for club members. Tuesday night rides continued to be the main night for most members, with the numbers on Thursdays and Sunday mornings being strong as well. The executive together with the ride co-coordinator(s) will continue to fine tune the format for these rides based upon feedback from the membership. Andrew did a great job in an, at times, very trying position.
The racing aspect of our club continues to be strong. We continue to participate in the Interclub series by hosting 2 races. I believe that, from an organizational perspective, we have the best run races in the series. We also continue with our  bi-weekly TT series and Mike did a great job in organizing these events. Hopefully we will see the numbers continue to grow for the TT’s.

In 2007 we secured a new clothing supplier ( Suarez  Canada). After a few glitches in sizing and delivery, I think we were generally satisfied with the quality of the product. In order to secure better pricing, we ordered more shorts/jerseys etc. in order to have a stockpile of clothing. As we add new members, or to replace lost/damaged clothing, we now have an inventory of clothing to do this.

We currently have 106 paid members, only 6 of which are under 19yrs. I believe that one of our goals going forward should be to try and grow our youth numbers. Some possible approaches might be reduced fees, OCA youth series, mentoring programs etc.
Some possible areas for discussion in the future as we mature and grow as a club:

Youth programs

Touring section

Racing- Provincial Championships?

Club Ride structures

Cycling Advocacy

We have a strong core membership in our club, many members who share the same passion for our sport. Our goals going forward should be to grow this passion and our membership base
Dave

